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indeed be proud if my offer to you should lead to
any practical result.

I hope I have made it perfectly clear, dear Sir,
that the offer to you is for your kind acceptance, and
that it is not at all a question of selling a branch or a
leaf.

May I take this opportunity of congratulating
you   on   being   Prime   Minister.    The   country
congratulates itself.
I remain,

My dear Mr. Prime Minister,

Yours most sincerely,
ALFRED M. S. ROTHSCHILD.'*

I promptly replied, expressing my appreciation of
the generous spirit which prompted him to make this
gift, by which the country would greatly benefit;
and the War Cabinet also sent him its thanks when
I communicated to them the terms of the offer. It
was very happily timed to help us in our immediate
difficulties, and before long the splendid slopes of
beech forest on the Chilterns were laid low by
Canadian lumber-jacks.

Scotland was at this time our bright spot for
home-produced timber. The trade there was well-
organised,, and Scotland was not only
Scottish self-supporting in regard to its chief
timber requirements, particularly in pit-
props, but was able to send supplies to
some of the northern counties of England. It had
a highly skilled labour force of 4,500 men, for which
its timber merchants put up a most dogged fight when
in May, 1917, the War Office proposed to call up a
number of them for the Army.

In England and Wales we had at this time no such